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Another important factor now entered. Haunted
by the contrast in Europe between present and
past, he beheld the latter chiefly through its art.
So when he wished, in Burbank with a Baedeker,
Bleistein with a Cigar, to summon up the lost glory
of Venice, he did so by referring to some half-
dozen literary sources, including The Merchant of
Venice, Othello, A Toccata of Galuppfs, and Ruskin.
Mordant irony was obtained by sudden juxta-
positions of ornate description and sordid realism.
Thus he compressed into two or three stanzas a
whole history of decline and fall; and his poem,
far from seeming a mere mosaic of quotations,
became a light of incredible intensity showing past
and present in perspective.

The Sweeney poems, with their satire on sexual
vulgarity, conveyed in dry objective statement his
growing disgust with modern manners. Whispers of
Immortality showed that his dissatisfaction was more
than the revulsion of a fastidious scholar against
vice. ** Webster was much possessed by death,"
and Mr Eliot set not only modern self-indulgence
but modern religion against a background of
ultimate values. " Our literature is a substitute
for religion, and so is our religion/3 If A Cooking
Egg satirises modern ideals, The Hippopotamus satirises
the Church in the world, as can best be seen by
reading Gautier's UHippopotame9 on which it is
based.

Gtrmtim expounds most clearly Mr Eliot's state of
mind at that time. Here a man, old in spirit,
spinning disconnected u Thoughts of a dry brain in